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white man very ill, she came over to the house. "I
feel that she saved Louis' life," writes Mrs. Stevenson.
"He was lying in a deep stupor when she first saw
him, suffering from congestion of the lungs and in a
burning fever. As soon as he was well enough, she
invited us to live with her in the house of Ori, the sub-
chief of the village, and we gladly accepted her invita-
tion."

Meanwhile, at Taravao, it was discovered that the
schooner's jib-boom was sprung; it was duly spliced,
and when Stevenson was really better, the Casco came
round to Tautira. Here a more startling discovery was
made, and the party learned what their true position
had been two or three weeks before. The elder Mrs.
Stevenson gave a feast on board to the women of
Tautira, and one old lady offered up a prayer, asking
that if anything were wrong with the masts it might be
discovered in time. As soon as the guests were gone,
the Yankee skipper, acting no doubt on the principle
of keeping his powder dry, went aloft, and subjected
the masts to a close examination. They were both
almost eaten out with dry-rot. Had either of them
gone by the board during the voyage in the Moorea
channel, or off the reefs in any of the islands, nothing
could have saved the Casco, even if her passengers and
crew had escaped in one of the boats. It was now
considered hardly safe for any one to remain on deck;
but, with many reefs in her mainsail, the schooner was
sent to Papeete, where the masts were patched up as
far as was possible, no new spars of sufficient size
being obtainable.

The intended visit to the neighbouring islands of
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